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In the past year, we had the amazing opportunity to reflect on the history and progress of 
Susan G. Komen Central Indiana leading up to the 25th annual Komen Central Indiana Race 
for the Cure. We gathered with the original Race organizers, engaged longtime volunteer 
leaders and shared our history and accomplishments with new and old friends across central 
Indiana.  

As we reminisced about the first Indianapolis Race for the Cure that took place in 1992, 
we acknowledged that much has changed. However, key things have remained consistent 
throughout the years – our commitment to saving local lives, funding for global breast 
cancer research, the importance of volunteers to our efforts, and the fact that so many 
individuals can come together in small ways to make a significant impact close to home. 
Because of grassroots support, we can proudly say that together we have saved lives 
through breast cancer awareness, early detection and advancements in research.  

This past year, we also deepened our impact and expanded our reach when we merged with 
Susan G. Komen Wabash Valley in November 2015. Our organizations already shared the 
same mission, and now we are working together to more effectively and consistently deliver 
our mission to neighbors throughout 41 counties in central Indiana.  

For all of the accomplishments, there is more work to be done. In the United States, 40,000 
people die of breast cancer each year. This isn’t just a number. These are the lives of friends, 
neighbors and longtime supporters we know and love. That’s why we continue to work for 
a world where no one fears losing a loved one or friend to breast cancer. It’s why we are 
excited to share a bold, new goal to reduce the current number of U.S. breast cancer deaths 
by 50 percent in the next decade.  

Susan G. Komen is leading the breast cancer movement, from raising awareness to inspiring 
action. Our organization, its supporters and partners are more than a color. We are More 
Than Pink. As we look ahead, we will continue to strive for health equity for underserved 
communities, invest in breakthrough research to find cures and recognize the everyday 
heroes who take action to further this important work.  

Thank you for all you do to make our vision of a world without breast cancer a reality.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU OUR MISSION

TORY CALLAGHAN 
CASTOR

Board President

NATALIE SUTTON
Executive Director

Save lives by meeting the most critical needs in our 
communities and investing in breakthrough research 

to prevent and cure breast cancer

“While shopping at a food pantry, a woman heard about our mammography 
program. She had been laid off from her job and had no health insurance. 

She registered for a screening mammogram through our program and was 
eventually diagnosed with breast cancer. During her treatment the woman’s 
daughter, without any notice, left her four-year-old son with our patient and 

disappeared for months. Despite experiencing numerous difficult side effects 
from her cancer treatment, our patient became her grandson’s primary caregiver 
and eventually his guardian. We’ve continued to provide her with support and 

connections to resources during her treatment and survivorship. This story 
illustrates the lasting impact Komen dollars can have on women and families.”

-Komen Central Indiana Grant Recipient, Gennesaret Free Clinic

“ “
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IN 2015-2016
KOMEN CENTRAL INDIANA

KOMEN CENTRAL INDIANA

AWARDED $883,000

GRANTS REACHED 46,000

AND DIAGNOSED 140 NEW
CASES OF BREAST CANCER.

TO 12 BREAST HEALTH PROGRAMS.

LOCAL WOMEN AND MEN
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IMPACT QUOTES FROM LOCAL GRANT RECIPIENTS

“Six women were diagnosed with breast cancer through our program in 2015-
2016. All of these women had one thing in common; they could not afford 
a mammogram. The BESS Program, supported by Komen Central Indiana 
funding, is not only saving lives, but also helping to make the lives of these 
women a little easier as they take this journey.”

Cancer Services of Grant County

“During the 2015-2016 grant cycle, Komen Central Indiana funding allowed us to 
help 751 low-income clients receive necessary clinical breast exams, screening 
and diagnostic mammograms, ultrasounds, consultations, and biopsies. During 
this grant cycle, 10 women were diagnosed with breast cancer and navigated to 
begin treatment.”

Little Red Door Cancer Agency

“A patient diagnosed with breast cancer wasn’t sure how she was going to pay 
for groceries. Thanks to Komen Central Indiana funding, we were able to cover 

the cost of her diagnostic tests, and she felt more able to provide for herself 
and her family.”

Columbus Regional Health

“Funding from Komen Central Indiana was especially important to us this year 
because two of our breast cancer patients lost their insurance and could not 

afford to continue their treatment without help from Komen dollars.”

Rush Memorial Hospital Foundation
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Where are Komen 
researchers in Indiana?  

Ten years after her initial diagnosis, the cancer 
awoke from its Herceptin-induced slumber, this time 
spreading to her hips. Dr. Sledge turned to another 
Komen-funded drug, Tykerb, which can be taken orally. 
Sally takes five pills each day and drives to Indianapolis 
monthly for two additional therapies. She has been 
doing this regimen for five years. Sally describes the 
treatments as horrible and painful, but credits these 
drugs and the research behind them for keeping her alive. 
 

She has lived to see her daughter Lindsay graduate 
from high school and to see her daughter Becca 
turn 18. She continues to 
live for the everyday 
moments: going to the 
park with her family, helping 
with homework, attending 
sporting events. Everyday 
moments that Sally likely 
wouldn’t be around for if it 
weren’t for researchers like Dr. 
Sledge and pharmaceuticals 
like Herceptin and Tykerb, 
all made possible by Komen 
research funding.
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LOCAL IMPACT OF KOMEN-FUNDED RESEARCH IMPROVING OUTCOMES

A meaningful portion of the money we receive in central Indiana is dedicated to 
research that happens in our community, across the United States and all around 

the world. This money supports the very best research endeavors aimed at 
improving patient outcomes, early detection and diagnosis, discovering breast 

cancer causes, treatments and ultimately, the cures.

Susan G. Komen Central Indiana contributes to the global Susan G. Komen 
research program, which awarded three new research grants to Indiana researchers 

in 2015, totaling $1,750,000.

Sally Roetker was 38 years old when she was 
diagnosed with stage III breast cancer. The cancer 
had invaded her right breast and five of seven lymph 
nodes. A doctor in Terre Haute gave her a 50 percent 
chance of living beyond the immediate future.

All Sally could think about was her husband and their 
two young daughters, ages three and six. Despite feeling 
crushed by this prognosis, Sally stayed strong for her 
family and made the life-saving decision to travel to 
Indianapolis for a second opinion. 

In Indianapolis Sally met Dr. George Sledge, a Susan 
G. Komen-funded researcher who now serves as Chief 
Scientific Advisor for Komen’s Scientific Advisory Board, 
who would become her oncologist. They quickly put 
together a plan: Sally had a mastectomy, followed by 
chemotherapy, eight weeks of radiation therapy and 
reconstructive surgery, all within a year. Because her 
cancer was estrogen positive and HERII positive, Sally 
received hormonal therapy treatments for four years 
until the cancer returned. 

It had spread to her spine, changing her diagnosis to 
stage IV. Dr. Sledge prescribed Herceptin, a targeted 
therapy that was developed using Komen-funded 
research. Sally drove from Terre Haute to Indianapolis 
every three weeks to receive infusions that would keep 
the cancer at bay. She followed this treatment regimen 
for five years, while continuing to work a full-time job 
to help with medical and family bills.  

It’s been more than 15 years since 
her initial diagnosis. At the time, 
Sally didn’t think she would live to 
see her daughters grow up.  

million

There are 10 active
Komen research grants

in Indiana totaling
more than$18.83

Indiana University 
Purdue University 

University of Notre Dame 
 



EDUCATION

PATIENT
NAVIGATION

We also provide resources and networking for 
breast cancer professionals through five Breast 
Health Collaborative meetings, attend community 
events and conduct local educational outreach.

Our sta� is just a phone call away for newly diagnosed 
patients, caregivers and survivors in treatment to get 
the information, resources or referrals they need.

We developed an educational program 
designed to reduce racial and ethnic breast 

cancer disparities and address health equity in 
Marion County. 

We funded salaries for 30 patient navigators, 
community health workers and case managers 

throughout our service area, helping patients enter and 
complete the entire continuum of care. 

SCREENING
Komen Central Indiana grants

funded 5,240 clinical breast exams
and 7,579 mammograms for people locally

who otherwise couldn’t a�ord these
services during 2015-2016.

TREATMENT
We funded $55,227 in transportation 
costs last year, helping low-income breast 
cancer patients in central Indiana complete 
the necessary treatment plan prescribed 
by their physicians.

FOLLOW UP/
SURVIVORSHIP

DIAGNOSIS
With support from Komen Central Indiana
community grant dollars, 140 Hoosiers
were diagnosed with breast cancer in 2015-2016.

Breast cancer survivors power the Komen 
mission. We hosted 1,466 survivors at the 

2015 Indianapolis Race for the Cure, 260 at 
the 2016 Pink Ribbon Celebration luncheon 
and welcomed a class of 17 Ambassadors, 

who shared their personal journeys of 
strength, hope, and survivorship.
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A LOOK AHEAD

HEALTH EQUITY

Address racial and ethnic disparities Unlock earliest detection

Increase access to quality and timely care Prevent metastatic recurrence

Improve outcomes through patient navigation Advance therapeutics

RESEARCH

50%

WITHIN THE NEXT
THE CURRENT NUMBER OF

BREAST CANCER DEATHS BY

DECADE LET’S REDUCE

It is imperative that we improve health equity for 
underserved communities. Susan G. Komen will do 
this collectively by focusing on the following areas:

It is imperative that we find breakthroughs for 
incurable cancers. Susan G. Komen will do this 

collectively by concentrating on the following areas:

YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK

“Watching a friend 
lose her battle to 

breast cancer at the 
young age of 30 was 

one of the hardest 
things I’ve ever had 
to do. Knowing that 

Komen is trying to 
make sure others don’t 

feel that pain is why  
I support the cause.”

– Jennifer E.  
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RACE FOR THE CURE CIRCLE OF HOPE

PROJECT PINK JOINING FORCES WITH WABASH VALLEY

PINK TIE BALL CANCER RESOURCE CENTER

BREAST CANCER PINK RIBBON CELEBRATION
AWARENESS MONTH

The 24th annual Indianapolis Race for the Cure took place in April 2015 at Historic Military Park at White 
River State Park. The event had 14,346 participants and raised $1,306,000 in support of our mission to 
improve outcomes for Hoosiers. Sponsors, teams and top fundraisers came together to make this our 
largest event of the year. 

This event is a time for us to say ‘thank you’ and to celebrate the hard work of our local Komen family, 
researchers and grantees who provide breast health services to women in need throughout our service area. 
In November 2015, we brought together 172 guests who donated time, raised funds and contributed talent 
to advance the fight against breast cancer.  

Local breast cancer survivors and co-survivors modeled garments crafted by design students at the Art 
Institute of Indianapolis at the fourth annual fashion show fundraiser. The 2015 Project Pink Fashion Show 
took place in August 2015 at Regions Tower Rooftop and broke the fundraising record for the event, raising 
more than $30,000 to help fight breast cancer here in our community. The winning design was created by 
Kristal Lopez and worn by Laken Kurtz, who walked the runway in memory of her aunt who passed away 
from breast cancer. 

In November 2015, Susan G. Komen Central Indiana joined forces with Susan G. Komen Wabash Valley 
to deepen our collective impact throughout central Indiana. We also expanded our reach to serve nine 
additional counties, now serving 41 counties in all. By combining operations and efforts, we are able to be 
more efficient, which will maximize the resources available to fulfill our mission. We continue to operate 
offices, Races and events in both Indianapolis and Terre Haute. The end result? A stronger organization that 
helps fund research while directly helping Hoosiers within our community fight—and beat—breast cancer.

The 2015 Pink Tie Ball was hosted in September 2015 at the Dallara IndyCar Factory with 550 guests in 
attendance. Featuring a robust silent auction, the gala raised more than $250,000 to make a local impact in 
the fight against breast cancer. Our 2015 class of Pink Tie Guys contributed more than $46,000 toward this 
fundraising total. Rob Delaby, owner of Shane’s Outdoor Living & Landscapes, was named 2015 Pink Tie Guy 
of the Year at the event. 

The start of 2016 brought with it the beginning of a new partnership. Komen Central Indiana is one of six 
cancer agencies collaborating to open a Cancer Resource Center at Indiana University Simon Cancer Center 
in Indianapolis. Through this initiative, Komen Central Indiana volunteers provide support for local cancer 
patients, family members and caregivers by connecting them with information, programs and local resources. 

It’s about more than pink, a ribbon or a race. Breast cancer is a disease that affects too many lives. This 
month offers an opportunity to raise awareness and engage our community to make a real impact in the 
fight to improve outcomes and find the cures. In October 2015, many local businesses, organizations, 
schools and athletic teams supported Komen Central Indiana through creative cause marketing activities 
and third-party events, raising more than $135,000 to support our mission. 

This luncheon brings together local survivors and families to celebrate life and inspire hope for future 
generations. This year, we moved the event from September to March to kick off our celebration of 25 years 
in advance of the Race for the Cure. The program featured several local survivors, who spoke about their 
journeys, reflective of the progress made in the breast cancer movement over those 25 years. We welcomed 
336 guests to the event, including 160 breast cancer survivors. 

HIGHLIGHTS
“I believe that with 
research and early 

detection we can 
save more lives and 

make a difference for 
the women that are 

currently in their battle 
with breast cancer. 

Hopefully with earlier 
detection we can 

change the lives of the 
younger generations.”   

– Kelley F.  

2015 Circle of Hope 
Award Honorees: 

Debbie Willis Award - 
Christene Darnell

Co-Survivor Award - 
Max and Bruce Oldham

Community Service Award - 
Sun King Brewing

Outstanding Volunteer Award - 
Arev Miller

Lifetime Achievement Award - 
Mary Callahan

Komen Promise of One Award - 
Nicole Richards and Lester Trotter
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
A big thanks to all the donors and 
volunteers who helped to further 

our local mission over the past 
year. Your time, talent and passion 

for the cause are priceless.

“My stepmom passed 
away 3 years ago 

after a brief fight with 
metastasized breast 

cancer. She was one of 
the strongest women 

I’ve ever known and 
to hold her hand while 

she took her last breath 
inspires me to do more 

so no one else has to 
go through that.” 

– Kira K.  

HIGHLIGHTS
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“My grandmother 
passed away at the 

age of 63 after battling 
breast cancer for 
ten years. Cancer 

treatment 30+ 
years ago was not 

as advanced as it is 
now. Had she been 

diagnosed with breast 
cancer in today’s world 

she probably would 
have survived.” 

– Rebecca S.  

“I’ve had family 
members die from 
breast cancer and I’m 
a 3-year and 1-month 
survivor. I don’t 
want anyone to go 
through what I went 
through fighting the 
battle. We need to 
eliminate all cancer. 
So I keep fighting by 
getting donations.” 
– Brenda C.  

FISCAL INFORMATION BALANCE SHEETFISCAL YEAR 2016
APRIL 1, 2015 - MARCH 31, 2016

EXPENSES

ADMINISTRATIVE
FUNDRAISING
EXPENSES

AND

27.1% of total revenue

TOTAL REVENUE:  
REVENUE

16.4%

21.4%

61.7%

0.5%

0.1%

Individual and Corporate Contributions 

Special Events / Third-Party Fundraising

Grants

Investment Income

Community Health
Grants

Breast Cancer
Research

Program/
Mission

Fundraising /
Events

Expenses /
Administrative

43.2%18.1%9.5%17.4%11.9%

Race for the Cure
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“I was diagnosed 
in 2012. After 
undergoing chemo 
and radiation, I’m 
a 4-year survivor 
because of life-
saving research 
and treatments. I 
want every woman 
to have the same 
opportunity to beat 
this horrible disease.”  
– Dawn B.  

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Accredo an Express Scripts Company
Cancer Treatment Centers of America 

City of Terre Haute and Terre Haute Fire Department*
Hendricks Regional Health

hh gregg
Indiana University Health
Indianapolis Recorder*

Thomas Caterers of Distinction*
Thorntons Inc.*
Tribune Star*

Includes corporate sponsors of: 2016 Susan G. Komen Central Indiana Race for the Cure, 2015 Pink Tie Ball, 
2015 Susan G. Komen Wabash Valley Race for the Cure, 2015 Project Pink and Pink Ribbon Celebration

$25,000 - $49,999

$50,000+

$15,000 - $24,999

$10,000 - $14,999

$5,000 - $9,999
A Classic Party Rental*

A. Arnold Storage & Moving*
American Surety Company

Anthem 
Distinctive Diamonds*

Duke Realty
Enterprise Holdings

EPI Marketing Services*
FedEx

Hoosier Lottery
Ice Miller LLP*

Indiana Farmers Mutual Insurance Company
Indiana State University

Indianapolis Indians*
Lumina Foundation

Managed Health Services 
National Bank of Indianapolis

Northwest Radiology 
NUVO*

Print Resources*
RSM US LLP

Stonegate Mortgage 
Sun King Brewery*

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
Union Hospital

Washington National 

Thank you to all 
of our generous 

sponsors who are 
making a great 

impact in the fight 
against breast cancer 

by hosting fundraisers 
on our behalf and 
making personal 

contributions. Every 
dollar counts.

* Includes an in-kind contribution

* *
* *

*

* *
*

*
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BOARD MEMBERS

STAFF

Tory Callaghan Castor
Indiana University Health
President

Natalie Sutton
Executive Director

Toni Newett
Finance Manager

Sheri Alexander
Gregory & Appel
Board Governance

Stephanie Laskey
Mission Director

Tammy Lundborg
Community Manager,
Wabash Valley

Nikki Mazelin
Development Director Karen Christensen

Administrative Assistant
Carley O’Connor
Development Manager Kari Strolberg 

Race Director 
Consultant

From left to right: Liz, Stephanie, Toni, Tammy, Carley, Natalie, Karen, Nikki

Liz Mensching
Communications Manager

Kent Clark
Kroger Central Division

Erin Haskett
The Flatland

Patrick Wooten
Eskenazi Health
Vice President

Terri Bendes
Angie’s List

Jill Ferres
Retired

Gwen Hicks
Retired

Kim Borges
Regions Financial
Secretary

Jayna Cacioppo
Taft Stettinius & 
Hollister LLP

Heather Halliburton
Our Health

Sunny Lu Williams
Telamon

Annmarie Novotney
Blue & Co. LLC
Treasurer

Kristine Camron
Ice Miller

Lynnette Hanes
JP Morgan Private Bank

“I am an almost 
14-year survivor of 
breast cancer and 
have known many 

beautiful women 
who have fought this 
awful disease. We are 

still losing too many 
women and men to 

breast cancer!”  
– Juliann G.  

Adamson’s Portable Restrooms*
American Health Network 
American Legion Post 104

Aramark
ATI Physical Therapy*

Baldwin & Lyons 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Coca-Cola Refreshments 
Columbus Regional Health 

Complete Outdoor*
Cushman & Wakefield
Dr. R Thomas Schmidt

Elanco
Evans Audio-Visual*

FastSigns*
First Financial Bank

Fuzzy’s Spirits*
Genentech
Glazer’s*

Happy Snaps*

REMEMBERING 
THOSE WE LOST
As new people have joined the 
Komen family, we have also lost 
many good friends to breast cancer 
in the last year. More than 400 
women and men in central Indiana 
pass away as a result of breast 
cancer each year. We dedicate the 
work we do to those no longer with 
us. Their stories of strength and 
courage will continue to inspire us 
long after they are gone.   

CORPORATE SPONSORS, CONTINUED

$1,000 - $4,999
NIPSCO 

Oasis Catering
Old National Bank

Ray’s Trash Service*
Riddell National Bank

SERVPRO of Vigo County*
Sisters of Providence

Southern Wine and Spirits*
Stage & Screen Rental Co.*

Subway
Sunny Moon Great DJ Entertainment* 

Terre Haute Savings Bank
The Art Institute of Indianapolis* 

The Storage Center*
Terre Haute Visitors and Convention Center

Thirty-One, Bryn Hemsley Masiuk*
Towne Post*

White River State Park*
Wilkinson, Goeller, Modesitt,  

Wilkinson & Drummy LLP

Honey Creek Collision
Hunt Construction Group, Inc. 

Hurco Companies Inc. 
In the Loop*

Indiana Breast Cancer Awareness Trust 
Indiana University Physicians Plastic Surgery 

Indianapolis EMS*
Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

Joink Trusted Technology Solutions*
Katz, Sapper & Miller 

Ketner and Sons Electric, Inc.*
KPMG 

Laurello Vineyards*
Lewis Equipment DBA Pink Pots*

Macallister Rentals*
Macy’s 

Master Jewelers*
Metropolitan Printing*

Monarch Beverage*
Morgan Stanley

$500 - $999
ISU Credit Union

Just Pop In!*
Regions Financial 

Ross Elliott Jewelers
SignExpress*

Sons of The American Legion Post 104
Superior Kitchen & Bath* Includes an in-kind contribution

Kari Strolberg not pictured



d
e
si

g
n
e
d

 b
y
 M

as
o

n
 D

e
G

ra
ff

3500 DePauw Blvd., Suite 2070 / Indianapolis, IN 46268

info@komencentralindiana.org / 317.638.2873


